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President's Message

Dear Friends of PTS,

As you read this month's Communiqué, the Seminary's annual Miller Summer Youth
Institute is underway. Director Erin Davenport '05 and Co-Director Derek Davenport
'05 have scheduled this year's 10-day SYI program to coincide with the meeting of the
General Assembly of the PC(USA), taking place in Pittsburgh this year, so that SYI
scholars can participate in it. Comprising a nationwide group of youth, they represent
states from Arizona east, through Oklahoma, Kansas, and Indiana, and from Florida
north, through South Carolina, Tennessee, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and New
York, as well as Puerto Rico.

The SYI scholars arrived on June 27 for two days of getting to know one another and
taking preparatory classes to enhance their experiences at GA, which every other year
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brings Presbyterians together from all around the country to worship, learn, and help
guide the church. The classes will cover Presbyterian polity, theology, worship and
sacraments, and understanding of Scripture. Back on campus, evening Bible classes
with PTS Old Testament professor the Rev. Dr. Steve Tuell continue to expand the
scholars' biblical knowledge and exploration of call through the conclusion of SYI on
July 8.

During the week of GA, the group of 25 departs each morning by bus for the David L.
Lawrence Convention Center in downtown Pittsburgh, where they participate in the full
range of meetings and programs. Returning to campus for a late lunch, they remain in
the vicinity of the Seminary for the rest of the day, when they engage in study and
reflection, small-group discussions about vocation, and the practice of ministry with
pastors and staff at The Open Door (a local church plant) and Open Hand (a housing
ministry), both established by PTS alums. Following GA at the end of the week, the
Davenports and other SYI staff will facilitate discussions with the scholars about the
history-making events and decisions at GA 2012.

As high-school young people seriously interested in the future of the church and their
role in it, these SYI scholars are gaining a unique perspective not afforded to many
potential pastors and lay leaders at such a formative stage in their lives. I hope you
will join me in praying for them as they seek God's guidance for their future ministries,
as well as praying for the future of the Church they will serve.

Wishing God's blessings on your summer activities,

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. Follow the SYI blog to see what's happening each day.

Graduation Highlights

Last month the Seminary celebrated its 216th commencement. During that time, a
number of awards were also presented.

• The Seminary has posthumously given The John Anderson Award of Merit to Robert
T. Harper. Bob served on the PTS Board of Directors from 1996 through 2005 and
spent five of those years as chair. Read more.

• The Calian Prize for Campus Community Service was awarded to Audrey Starr, a
member of the PTS staff, for her warm spirit and dedication to PTS. Read more.

• A number of graduation prizes and awards were also given to members of the Class
of 2012. Read more

Visit the PTS website to see pictures and listen to the sermons from the Service of
Thanksgiving and Commencement.

Join us for Upcoming General Assembly Events

The Seminary will be celebrating its Presbyterian heritage during the 220th General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), held this month in Pittsburgh. Plan to
join us for lunch, a reception, a tour, and more! The Seminary has teamed with various
local groups to present a lecture on Presbyterian heritage in Pittsburgh to be held



3

Mon., July 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the Heinz History Center. Read more about the lecture.
Check out all of the upcoming events.

The History of Presbyterian Global Mission Celebrated in
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh Seminary is featured throughout the June/July issue of Presbyterians
Today. One article traces the history of Presbyterian global mission to Southwestern
Pennsylvania. This year marks the 175th anniversary of Presbyterians embracing
international mission as the responsibility of the whole church and the anniversary is
being celebrated at this year's PC(USA) General Assembly in Pittsburgh. The location
is an appropriate setting for rejoicing in this milestone since it was mission-minded
Presbyterians here who persistently urged the denomination in the 1820s and '30s to
establish its own missionary-sending organization. Read the full article online.

WMI Director and Associate Director Write Study on Mission

World Mission Initiative Director Donald Dawson and Associate Director Jennifer
Haddox '06 have authored Into All the World: Participating in God's Mission.
Identifying the missional identity of the church, this study focuses on the mission of
God and how participants can live out God's work in the world. These articles about
Presbyterian beliefs are designed to supplement the PC(USA) adult curriculum, Being
Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding, a series of biblically-based mini courses
providing a foundational understanding of the Reformed faith. Topics include worship,
baptism, the church and politics, discipleship, and others. Learn more online.
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